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An expensive dinner1010
Sarah is reading a play. 

Waiter:	 What would you like to have?

Mr. Wu:	 I’d like potato soup and spaghetti with cheese.

Mrs. Wu:	 I’d like prawn salad and macaroni with mushrooms.

Mr. Wu: 	 Kelly, you have a sweet tooth. Let’s order a strawberry cake. 

Mrs. Wu:	Good, thank you.

Waiter:	 Anything to drink?

Mr. Wu:	 Two cups of coffee, please.

(Twenty minutes later. The waiter brings the food.)

Mrs. Wu: Let’s try it. … Eww! The food is tasteless!

Mr. Wu:	 Yes, you’re right. Let’s ask the waiter to return the food.

(Ten minutes later. The waiter brings the food again.)

Mrs. Wu:	 Let’s try it again. … Yuck! (angrily) The coffee is too bitter! The 

cake is too sweet!

Mr. Wu:	 Aargh! The spaghetti is too spicy!  The soup is too salty!(shouting) 

Waiter! I’d like to pay the bill.

(The waiter comes over.)

Waiter:	 $1,100 please. It includes $100 service charge.

Mr. Wu:	 What? It costs an arm and a leg. The menu shows that it only 

costs $500 for all this food.

Waiter:	 You said the food was tasteless. Then we added a lot of salt, 

sugar and pepper. Each of these seasonings has a price.
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Characters: Mr. Wu, Mrs. Wu, the waiter

Time:	 Dinnertime

Place:	In the restaurant
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Date

Answer the questions.

1.	 Which of the following does Mr. Wu order?
	 	 A.	 prawn soup	 	 B.	 potato salad
	 	 C.	 spaghetti with cheese	 	 D.	 spaghetti with mushrooms

2.	 What is wrong with the food the first time?
	 	 A.	 The food is too salty.
	 	 B.	 The food is too spicy.
	 	 C.	 The food is too bitter.
	 	 D.	 The food does not have much taste.

3.	 How does the food taste the second time? Match the food and the taste. Write the 
correct letters (A–D) in the boxes.  

	 (i)	 soup	 A.	 too sweet
	 (ii)	 spaghetti	 B.	 too salty
	 (iii)	 coffee	 C.	 too bitter
	 (iv)	 cake	 D.	 too spicy

	 (i)	 	 (ii)	 	 (iii)	 	 (iv)	

4.	 How much is the meal?
	 	 A.	 $500	 	 B.	 $1,000
	 	 C.	 $1,100 	 	 D.	 $1,200

5.	 Why is the food expensive?
	 	 A.	 The waiter makes a mistake.

	 B.	 The spaghetti is expensive.
	 	 C.	 The service charge is expensive.
	 	 D.	 The seasonings are expensive.

 
Language Arts

What do the following idioms mean? Write the correct letters (A–B) in the boxes.

(i)	 Kelly, you have a sweet tooth. �

(ii)	 It costs an arm and a leg. �

 A. expensive            B. like eating sweet food

Pay attention to the 
taste of each kind of food.

Text Type 
Station
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Big sweets falling 
down like rain Date

Karen is reading a story. 

1.	 Last Friday night, Billy did NOT  . Tick 
‘3’ the correct boxes.

	 A.	 eat snacks    �
	 B.	 have a shower    �
	 C.	 brush his teeth    �
	 D.	 sleep    �

3.	 In line 9, what is the meaning of ‘escaped’?
	 	 A.	 got away from a dangerous place   
	 	 B.	 ran into a dangerous place
	 	 C.	 looked at a dangerous place
	 	 D.	 got away from a safe place

2.	 How did Billy feel when the big 
sweets were falling from the sky?

	 	 A.	 angry
	 	 B.	 sad
	 	 C.	 happy
	 	 D.	 scared

4.	 The men said, ‘You will know 
what to do.’ What should Billy do?

	 	 A.	 wash his face
	 	 B.	 brush his teeth
	 	 C.	 have a shower
	 	 D.	 go to bed

Answer the questions.

26

	 Billy likes eating unhealthy food. He eats a lot of junk food, like potato 

chips and chocolates. Last Friday night, he ate a packet of sweets and drank 

a bottle of soft drink. He did not have a shower. He forgot to brush his teeth 

too. That night, he had a dream. A lot of big sweets were falling down like 

rain. They were bigger than rocks. Billy screamed, ‘Help! It really hurts!’

	 Suddenly Billy saw two men in white shirts and 

black hats. They were far away and shouted to Billy, 

‘Come over, Billy! Quick!’ So Billy ran towards them and 

escaped from the rain. He was safe. He looked up and 

wanted to thank them.

	 The men were his teeth! They said, ‘Billy, you need to eat fewer 

sweets. Too much sugary food is bad for you. Please eat more fruit and 

vegetables. They are good for you. Here, take this. You will know what to do. 

Please keep us clean.’ 

	 Billy woke up from his dream. There was something in his right hand. 

It was a toothbrush! 
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